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Origins of ART mapping 

• 2015 Alameda County  (ART Alameda County Vulnerability Assessment)

• 2015 San Francisco  (San Francisco Public Utilities Commission)

• 2016 Contra Costa County  (ART Contra Costa County Vulnerability Assessment)

• 2016 San Mateo County  (San Mateo Sea Change Vulnerability Assessment)

• 2016-2017 Remaining 5 counties  (BCDC, MTC, AECOM)

• 2018 Build Flood Explorer to make maps easily accessible



Why create the Flood Explorer?

MAPS UNIQUELY SUITED 
TO SUPPORT PLANNING: 

#1. Stakeholder Review

#2. One Map, Many Futures

#3. Shoreline Overtopping



Audience and Goals

ART Regional Sea Level Rise Maps

AUDIENCES:

Planning 
Partners

Public 
Agencies

Elected Officials 
and their staff

General 
Public

WHAT DOES THE FLOOD EXPLORER ACHIEVE?

#1. Enable users to explore and interact with maps

#2. Educate users about flooding from sea level rise and storms

#3. Describe intended uses for maps 

#4. Data download for technical users

#5. Connect the public to existing adaptation efforts



Timeline and Roll out

Dec 2017-Jan 2018
Collect feedback from 
external partners

Jan-May 2018
Beta Site Development

May-July 2018
Collect and integrate 
feedback on beta site

August 2018
Launch Site!

Aug-Sept 2018
Trainings to key 
stakeholders and 
general public

Fall 2018
Broader Public Outreach

2019
Update maps and add 
add site functionality







The inundation maps and the associated analyses provide a regional-scale 
illustration of inundation and coastal flooding due to specific sea level rise and 
storm surge scenarios, and are intended to improve sea level rise awareness 
and preparedness. The maps are not detailed to the parcel-scale and should 
not be used for navigation, permitting, regulatory, or other legal uses. Flooding 
due to sea level rise and storm surges is possible in areas outside of those 
predicted in these maps, and the maps do not guarantee the safety of an 
individual or structure. While the maps use the best data available to capture 
topographic features (e.g., berms, tide gates) they may not capture other 
infrastructure improvements (e.g., pumps) designed to reduce future flood 
extent. The maps do not model flooding from other sources, such as riverine or 
surface water flooding from rainfall-runoff events. 

This tool helps you to understand, explore and access SLR data to 
understand what could be at risk without future planning and adaptation. 
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Total Water Level Slider



Flood scenarios 
communicate 
temporary and 

permanent flooding



User can “Choose the Scenario” of 
SLR and Storm Surge



Shoreline Overtopping identifies 
low spots on shoreline that can 

lead to inland flooding



Users can upload data and share 
maps!



Users can upload data and share 
maps!

Get Involved!
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